Advance Praise for Fatal Self-Deception "In this remarkable culmination of four decades of intense study, Eugene Genovese and the late Elizabeth Fox-Genovese marshal their impressive knowledge of slaveholding Southerners. With no holds barred, they examine the disparate emotions and self-justifications of slaveholders' ideas, including a true picture of the complex and even contradictory ideas of paternalism. Their analysis deepens our understanding of the social relationships that shaped the history of the American South, relationships with vast implications even today. Steeped in comprehensive research, Fatal Deception is cultural, social, legal, and philosophical history at its best -simply brilliant." This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
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Reprinted 2012 A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. The despot can never feel sure that he is loved. . . . The services of the indifferent seemed to us not acts of grace, and favours extorted appeared to give no pleasure. And so it is with the services proffered by men in fear: they are not honours. For how can we say that men who are forced to rise from their seat to honour their superiors desire to honour their oppressors? . . . These acts, I suppose, may not unfairly be taken for acts of servility.
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